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WHY CHURCH IS STILL IMPORTANT
No matter what we have to do to stay connected as a church community, it is
very important. The late Professor Dan Simundson wrote, “The church can be a community of love in which God’s promises are not only proclaimed but are lived in relationships with other believers.”
We are trying our best right now to keep that connection. Whether through the
internet, the mail, or phone, we need to keep the connection, as we hope and pray for
the virus to get under control.
In John 4:10-12, we read, “In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved
us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.”
What it says is that we see God and God’s love in the lives of one another. It has
been the reason for the church from the beginning. Those of us who grew up in church
know what a difference it has made in our lives. For the time being, let us continue to
do what we can to be the church for each other. God has not and will not give up on us.
Six months have passed since our gathering in church and we are still here, still hoping
and praying for the end of this to come.
May God bless each of you, as we continue to live into the unknown future.
Amen
Pastor Jerome Evavold
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Minister of Congregational Life-Shivon Miller
“LISTEN FOR THE RATTLE”
Shivon Miller, Minister of Congregational Life
I have been working with the text from Ezekiel this past month for curriculum
writing with the Synod Journey Worship Team. The text reads: “The hand of
the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very
dry.” Further in the text the bones representing the House of Israel say: ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’
These past six months there are times when we look around us and feel like we are standing in the
valley of dry bones. The news presents us with images of storms and fires, racism and violence,
division and conflict, economic struggle, change and isolation, pandemic illness, death and fear. We
may be left feeling “very dry”. We may find ourselves saying “Our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.” We may feel cut off from relatives and friends, work and school, recreation and programming, normative systems. We may sense our hope is waning.
But God asks Ezekiel “Mortal, can these bones live?” and Ezekiel answers, “O Lord God, you
know.” God tells Ezekiel “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of
the Lord. I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you
shall know that I am the Lord.”
“Prophesy.” Be a messenger of God, speaking God’s word to the people, even there in the valley of
bones. Ezekiel does prophesy and suddenly there is a noise, a rattling, and the bones come together
and flesh comes upon them. And then God says: “I am going to open your graves, and bring you up
from your graves, O my people…And you shall know that I am the Lord…I will put my spirit within
you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord,
have spoken and will act.”
There in the valley of dry bones, the word of God is spoken and new things come together. There into
the dry bones, God breathes, filling the hopeless, the cut off, with God’s spirit. God brings form to the
broken apart. God speaks the promise “I am going to bring you up from your graves and place you on
your own soil.” Then the dry live and know that God is speaking and will act.
I know you feel dry, but listen and hear the rattling. Feel the breath of God filling you, placing you on
your own soil and calling you to life. “Can these dry bones live?” Yes – because even in the valley
God is at work. God is bringing you up from your grave and filling you with God’s spirit. God is
bringing form to that which is broken apart and creating anew. This new form may rattle us but we
continue to “prophesy” to speak the word of God that we may find hope in knowing God is acting,
bringing new things together, breathing new life to the dry and cut off in new and surprising ways on
our own soil.
While we have not gathered in the building, did you know that in the last 28 days 3,471people have
watched something on the Trinity Facebook page? In these six months: we have worshipped; we have
played through scavenger hunts and bingo nights; we have joined together through book club circle,
youth group and small groups online; we have delivered encouragement boxes and picked up service
kits; we have seen our teens grow as leaders through VBS and video ministry leadership; we have
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worked together in card and phone ministries. I continue to be blown away by the ways that members
of the community are doing ministry in and beyond their homes. Thousands of masks have been made
and gifted, quilts have been sewn and gifted, cards have been sent, phone calls made, groceries delivered, prayers prayed. You are “prophesying” to one another, speaking the word of God through your
words and your deeds. This is being the church.
I am not worried about when the building will open because I trust and believe that the spirit of God is
at work, rattling our dry bones, bringing broken forms into new creations, breathing new life into the
community, carrying hope to the cut off, drawing us up from our graves and grounding us on our own
soil, reassuring us that God is God and will act. This is our call to faith.
Friends in Christ, let us listen in the valley for the rattling. May you feel the breath of God around and
in you. Amen.
Shivon

Welcome Team
Submitted by Naydean Ringdahl
Silver Sunday 2020 proved to be a surprising success! Trinity currently has close to 40 members over
the age of 80. With the help of a dozen volunteers, we were able to connect with nearly all of them.
Each received a mailing from the staff as well as personalized cards sent out by Molly Anderson and
Ann Clark. In addition, 10 callers connected with the majority of those on the list. They visited and
asked for prayer requests. The responses were positive, with so many expressing thanks for taking the
time to remember and appreciate them.
A huge thank you to all who participated in this effort! Please contact Naydean if you would be
interested in any future calling efforts as needs arise.
***

We want to thank Bob Golla, our live-in Custodian, for
doing a wonderful job maintaining the gardens and grounds
of Trinity while we are away. We appreciate your work.
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Worship
TRINITY CONTINUES TO WORSHIP:

The Trinity community continues to gather on new platforms to worship together. We encourage you
to join in Sunday worship through one of the below forms.
WORSHIP ON FACEBOOK LIVE:
Every Sunday morning, if you have a Facebook account, you can go on Trinity’s Facebook page and
watch the sermon and service Live as they are shared. To create your own Facebook account go to
www.facebook.com and follow the steps. Then search for Trinity Lutheran Church @tlcduluth. Our
main page shows the Good Shepherd stained glass window and an image of the church building.
Scroll down the page to find the posts and feeds.
8AM SERMONS LIVE: Every Sunday, Pastor Jerome, Shivon or a visiting preacher delivers a
sermon on Facebook Live. If you are watching, you can post a response and share a welcome in the
comments for others watching.
10AM “WORSHIP AT HOME” LIVE: Every Sunday, Shivon goes on Live sharing the
welcome and announcements and inviting you to join in the call to worship, the confession and
forgiveness, the words of assurance, the prayer of the day, the Apostles’ Creed, an offering prayer, the
Prayers of the People, and the Lord’s Prayer. She also provides suggestions for worship songs to find
on Youtube connecting to the day’s worship theme, shares directions for finding the children’s time,
reads sections of the scripture reading and gives directions for hearing the readings read by congregational members on Facebook, and blesses listeners with the daily benediction. You are invited to use
the comments section to greet others, share announcements, and post prayers you would like lifted up
in the community.
WORSHIP READINGS POSTS: Each week a different member of the congregation records
themselves reading the scripture readings for that Sunday. These recordings are them put onto our
Facebook page for you to listen to. If you would like to be a reader, please contact Shivon or Aine.
“FUN IN THE SON” CHILDREN’S MESSAGE POSTS: In July all
Preschool/Early Elementary Sunday School children had a “Fun in the Son” box
delivered to their door. In the box were small items to play with: a water squirter,
sidewalk chalk, a necklace craft kit, a frisbee, a small boat, a glow stick, a beach
ball, etc. Every Sunday, a post has been added to our Facebook page. School
families have taken turns creating short videos introducing the items and sharing
that week’s message of God’s love. These posts will continue through September.
If your family would like to create one of the videos, please contact Shivon.
WORSHIP THROUGH OUR WEBSITE: If you don’t want to have your own Facebook page
but wish to watch Facebook Live, go to the Trinity website at https://tlcduluth.org/worship/ The
Facebook Lives display on this page for anyone interested in viewing. You will not have the ability to
comment or share through the webpage. In addition all worship sermons can be found in print on the
website.
WORSHIP ON ZOOM:
In addition to Facebook worship, Trinity worships together on Zoom every Sunday. Zoom is a platform that allows all participants to enter a virtual room together. When you join Zoom, you have the
ability to decide if you want to be visible to others in the “virtual room.” If you join by video, your
computer camera turns on and you show up in a small box on everyone’s computer screen, alongside
other participants. You then have the ability to mute or unmute yourself to talk to the community. If
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you choose not to join with video, you are able to enter the space by audio only. If you select this
option, only your name shows up in the box on everyone’s screen. You can then mute and unmute to
join the conversation.
You can access Zoom by following the worship link which is emailed out to congregation members on
Friday or Saturday each week. (If you are not receiving emails, call Shivon 218-341-6154 to add your
email to the congregational list.) The Zoom emails also include a phone number. If you would like to
join by phone, you call one of the access numbers on the list and enter the meeting code and password.
You are then able to listen to the worship and talk through your phone.
Zoom Worship follows the liturgy of a full worship service. If you have entered through computer,
you are able to see the bulletin displayed on your screen as well as see the faces and names of all those
in Zoom worship. We begin with a moment to welcome one another, saying “hello” from our Zoom
boxes. Announcements are shared and then the community is muted as the lay leader guides us
through the call to worship, confession and forgiveness, words of assurance and prayer of the day.
Zoom worshippers are invited to read the bold print out loud in their homes. The reader then unmutes
and shares the day’s readings. Shivon, Jerome or our visiting preacher then shares the sermon. We
recite the Apostles’ Creed, the offering prayer, and the prayers of the people. Everyone is then asked
to unmute and together we read the Lord’s Prayer. The blessing is given and people are able to share
briefly with the community before exiting the Zoom room.
WORSHIP RESOURCES THROUGH EMAIL:
If Trinity had your email in March, you were added to an all church email list. An email is sent out
every weekend to everyone on this list including attachments of the Sunday worship bulletin and a
print copy of the sermon. If you are not on the list and would like to receive these emails, please contact Shivon or Aine.
WORSHIP RESOURCES THORUGH THE POST OFFICE MAIL:
Following Sunday worship each week, a copy of the bulletin and sermon are mailed out to members of
the congregation that are unable to access online resources. If you would like to be added to this list,
please contact Shivon or Aine.
ONLINE/TEXT GIVING:
Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting Trinity ministry. While Kathy continues to
receive gifts through the mail, people can also give online or through text. To give, text the number
833-610-0635 and type in the amount you’d like to give in the text box. You will receive a reply text
when your gift has been received.
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:
Scripture Readers: If you would like to read the scripture readings for worship, either recording for
Facebook or reading live on Zoom, please contact Shivon or Aine.
Lay Leaders: We are also looking for people willing to serve as Lay Leaders on Zoom. Lay leaders
read the call to worship, confession and forgiveness, words of assurance, creed, prayers, and benediction. A lay leader leads the congregation through the worship experience.
Zoom Hosts: Zoom hosts log into the Trinity Zoom account and open the Zoom space on Sunday
mornings. They are responsible for letting people into the Zoom room as they arrive in the waiting
room, greeting people as they arrive, displaying the bulletin on their screen, muting the congregation
during worship and closing the room at the end of worship. Contact Shivon to volunteer.
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: (continued)
Facebook Live Hosts: Facebook Live hosts are live at 10am to greet people in the comments during
the 10am Worship at Home. They post the liturgy and the links in the comments area. Contact
Shivon to volunteer.
DRIVEWAY COMMUNION
When communion is given we hear the words “The gifts of God for the people of God – Given and
shed for you.” If you would like to receive communion at this time, our “Sent to SERVEant” volunteers have been trained and will bring communion to your driveway. You can call Shivon to schedule
a Driveway communion visit. At your scheduled time, a “Sent to SERVEant” volunteer will pull into
your driveway. Wearing a mask, they will walk to your door and set a paper lunch bag on your doorstep. They will then knock and return to the driveway. Inside the bag will be the number
of communion sets for everyone in your household receiving communion.
Everyone receiving communion will be invited to stand right outside your doorway. The SERVEant
will then read you a short liturgy, the Words of Institution and the Lord’s Prayer. You will be invited
to remove the bread from the bottom of the set and take it as you hear the words “Given for you” and
then uncover and drink the grape juice as you hear the words “Shed for you.” The SERVEant will
then say a prayer for you before returning to their vehicle.
(Those receiving communion must agree to maintain social distancing with the “Sent to SERVEant”
volunteer. This is crucial to our ability to make this option available. It only takes one person breaking this protocol to put the Trinity institution at health and liability risk. Thank you for understanding.)
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
If you have prayers you would like included in the Prayers of the People please email or call Shivon.
These prayers are listed in our Prayers of the People section of the bulletin and are emailed out to the
congregation. They are also read as part of “Worship at Home” on Facebook Live and included in our
prayer time in Zoom Worship. We hold each other in prayer, reassuring one another of God’s promised presence in our lives.
UPCOMING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:
STILL TIME TO JOIN IN “GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS”:
September 13 the ELCA celebrated “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday. Trinity
joined the celebration inviting congregation members to recommission their hands
for service in worship. People also had a chance to drive through and pick up
“God’s Work, Our Hands” Kits from the Trinity parking lot. These kits included
information and supplies for 10 service opportunities. If you would like to receive a
full kit, please contact Shivon so we can make arrangements. Otherwise the service
opportunities and links are listed below:
Lutheran Social Services Birthday Cards for Youth experiencing Disaster
Camp Noah is a resiliency program for elementary aged children that takes place in communities that have been impacted by disaster. Sometimes in the busy time during recovery from disaster,
milestones that are important to children, like birthdays, can be overlooked. You can help by coloring
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birthday cards for children experiencing disaster. The more colorful and creative the better! Two
cards were included in the kit. You can find the template to print at: https://www.lssmn.org/sites/
default/files/2019-10/2019_Birthday_Card_Template.pdf. After coloring, sign the card using your
first name ONLY. Then mail them to the Camp Noah Office, 709 University Ave W Saint Paul, MN
55104.
Seed Bomb for Pollinators
Seed Bombs were included in the kit. You can order your own seed bombs to support pollinators at
https://www.plantables.net/product-page/bulk-bombs-butterfly-box

Duluth Coastal Clean Up:
Take part in Duluth’s Coastal Clean up Day on Sept. 26 or whenever you are available. Find more
information and register at: https://duluthmn.gov/kdc/ After you help clean up the water’s edge, collect
a small amount of water from one of your favorite water spots. Place this water bottle by one of the
faucets in your home as a reminder to conserve water. The kit included an instruction sheet, garbage
bag and gloves, and small heart shaped bottle.
Living Lutheran Creation Care Discussion
Read the article “A Most Precious Resource from the August “Living Lutheran” Magazine that was
mailed to your home. Then join Heidi Johnson on Sunday, Sept. 20 at Noon on Zoom for a discussion
about the article and our call as “Living Lutherans.”
To join Zoom Meeting follow the below link:
https://zoom.us/j/93231318085?pwd=UitXWVRHMEN1WFlVTGt1MlFHNE1uQT09
Meeting ID: 932 3131 8085
Passcode: 159431
+1 312 626 6799 US
ELCA Prayer Venture Book
Take time to lift up prayers for our world each day. The ELCA provides a prayer for each day of the
month focused on our call to mission. You can find your Prayer Ventures guide at www.elca.org,
search “Prayer Ventures”. The “Prayer Ventures” sheet and prayer marker were included in the kit.
Check on your Neighbors this Fall
The kid included a the craft kit to make a fall wreath and a card to sign that read “Happy Fall – Just to
let you know we are thinking of y’all”. People were encouraged to hang wreath and card on a neighbor’s door. Together we create a circle of support within our community. Find a way to touch base
with your neighbors.
Support CHUM
Trinity is part of the CHUM community. CHUM offers emergency food, shelter, advocacy, support,
and outreach throughout Duluth. A wish list was in included in the kit. Find the Wish List at https://
www.chumduluth.org/chumswishlist.htm Consider how you can support CHUM. Collect needed supplies
for one of the services and drop them off at the CHUM address on the wish list or send a monetary donation in the mail.

7

Worship Opportunities
Back to School Books: Celebrating Diversity
Visit “EyeSeeMe” online bookstore at https://www.eyeseeme.com/
Their mission is “to be a resource to parents, teachers, and schools in providing the very best
children’s books on the market that promote positive images and stories about African American
culture and history. As a tool to help increase literacy, African American children will benefit by
seeing themselves respectfully represented in the literature they read. Non-African American children
will benefit by helping to dispel negative and inaccurate stereotypical images of people of color and
that despite our many differences, all people share common feelings and aspirations.”
Order a book to read or a book to share. Gift a book to a friend or grandchild. Join one of their book
clubs. Purchase a book and then drop it into one of the “little libraries” in your neighborhood (the
wooden boxes that people are putting at the end of their yards to share books).
Experience/Handcraft a Labyrinth
A labyrinth, an ancient symbol, offers us a metaphor for life’s journey. Unlike a maze, a labyrinth has
one path; you follow the path in to the center and out again. Many people walk labyrinths for different
reasons, but Christians most often walk a labyrinth in prayer or as a contemplative exercise. During the
Middle Ages, if Christians were unable to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, they often would walk a
labyrinth closer to home, symbolic of the pilgrimage.
TRY A FINGER LABYRINTH: A finger labyrinth was included in the kit. Do a google
search for “finger labyrinths”, print and try one at home.
CROQUET OR QUILT A LABYRNITH FOR OUR CONFIRMATION YOUTH (or
person of your choosing):
Directions were included in the kit for croqueting or quilting a finger labyrinth. We would like to give
a handcrafted labyrinth to each of our current confirmation youth. If you are willing to make a labyrinth to gift to one of the youth please contact Shivon for the instructions sheet.
Chalk it up
Kits included sidewalk chalk. People were encouraged to use the chalk to write a positive, hope-filled
message on their driveway or sidewalk. Find a way to display hope filled messages in your windows
or yard space.
RED RIBBON RALLY SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
There was a red ribbon inside this mailing. On September 27, we invite you to hold your ribbon during
our Facebook Live or Zoom worship. We will celebrate our shared life in Christ, remembering that all
our ribbons came from the same spool. Then in the days that follow, we invite you to drive to the
church building. When you arrive take a moment to hold the ribbon in your hands and pray for the
Trinity community: Give thanks for God’s Spirit which brought you to the community, pray for others
within the community, ask for God’s continued work in and through Trinity. After saying a prayer, tie
your ribbon on a link of the chain link fence that lines the path to the front sanctuary steps. Just like
that chain link, we continue to be linked together as the Body of Christ.
(We ask that everyone abide by safety protocols while on the church property. Please sanitize
your hands before and after tying your ribbon onto a link, wear a mask, and keep social
distance if you encounter other people. Thank you for caring for one another and the wellbeing
of Trinity in this way.)
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PET BLESSING ON ZOOM, OCTOBER 11, 11AM
Our pets have been active in the background of many of our Zoom
gatherings. They have been listening in on Zoom worships and faithful
conversations. On Sunday, Oct. 11 we invite pets to take main screen
during the 11am worship. Even if you don’t have a pet, join us as we
bless the pets that are in our congregational homes. Our liturgy and readings will celebrate the gifts of
all living creatures and will culminate in the introduction and blessing of each other’s beloved animals.
“I’M A BOO-LIEVER” SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 11AM
These are scary times and we find our courage to carry on by “Boo-lieving” in
the loving God that holds all creation. We invite you to join us on Facebook
Live or Zoom to be en-COURAGE-ed in “Boo-lieiving”. We invite kids (and
adults) if they choose to come to Zoom in costume. As part of children’s time
we will do a “costume parade” and celebrate that we never have to “mask” or
hide what we are feeling from God. God invites us to come just as we are, forgiven and loved children of God.
REVERSE “TRICK OR TREAT” BAGS
In place of Treat Seats this year, we invite families with children to sign up for “Reverse Trick or
Treat”. If you sign up, instead of kids going door to door, a surprise bag with treats and games will be
hung on your door during the week of Halloween. Email Shivon to sign up. If you would be willing to
help deliver, please call Shivon.
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1
On November 1 we celebrate All Saints Sunday. As part of our worships on Facebook and Zoom, we will read the names of the saints that have gone before us this
past year. If you have names you would like included in the service please email
Aine or Shivon.
“DEEPLY ROOTED”, NOVEMBER 8
This year youth and adults across our Synod are taking part in small groups
and worships focused around the theme “Deeply Rooted in a Boundless
God” and the below creed:
I am…
Created by an ever-present, loving God
Deeply rooted in Christ Jesus
Equipped to be resilient amidst change
Grounded in community
Nourished by the living God
Free to struggle, grow and expand
Compelled to reach out in response
Renewed in hope each day.
Shivon has been leading the Synod Worship Curriculum writing team for this project. Our Middle
Schoolers began engaging this curriculum in September. The worship service on November 8 will
revolve around this theme and creed and our Middle School youth will take part in sharing leadership
of this service. Come take part in the worship and consider being part of an adult small group.
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ADULT FORUMS:
Sundays following Zoom worship services, adults are invited to take part in different forum opportunities:
Engaging “Living Lutheran”- Third Sundays beginning in September:
All congregational members are now receiving the “Living Lutheran” magazine in the mail.
The third Sunday of each month, you are invited to join members of our leadership teams in
discussion articles from the recent issue.
Sept. 20, Noon: Read the article “A Most Precious Resource” from the August “Living
Lutheran” Magazine. If you need a copy of the article please let us know. Then join
Heidi Johnson on Zoom for a discussion about the article and our call as “Living Lutherans.”. To join Zoom Meeting follow the below link:
https://zoom.us/j/93231318085?pwd=UitXWVRHMEN1WFlVTGt1MlFHNE1uQT09
Meeting ID: 932 3131 8085 Passcode: 159431 Phone: +1 312 626 6799 US
Share and Prayer – First Sundays beginning October:
In Romans 12 we are called to “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who
weep.” Paul writes “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” The first
Sunday of every month, following Zoom worship, people are invited to join a Zoom Room for
“Share and Prayer”. Each person will be invited to take a turn checking in, sharing their current
joys and struggles and lifting up any prayer requests they have for themselves or others. Bring
your coffee and check in with your Trinity community friends. We will close in prayer, giving
thanks for the gift of community. Join in October 4 at Noon.

Would you be willing to be a Share and Prayer Host?

We are looking for adults that would be willing to be responsible for running this Zoom
time, logging on and letting people in, welcoming everyone and inviting each person to
share, engaging conversation and closing with prayer. Please contact Shivon to volunteer.

“Deeply Rooted” Bible Study Small Group - Second Sundays beginning

in November:
Are you weary? Do you need to hear and be rooted in the good news that “you are created by an
ever-present, loving God, deeply rooted in Christ Jesus, equipped to be resilient amidst change,
grounded in community, nourished by the living God, free to struggle grow and expand, compelled to reach out in response, renewed in hope each day?” Join Shivon in a Bible Study and
small group discussion engaging the materials being used throughout the Synod around the
theme “Deeply Rooted in a Boundless God.” We will gather on Zoom on November 8 at Noon.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING:
Many of our youth and children have begun a school year that looks very different from any
prior year. We hold our children and youth, our parents and educators in our prayers. Sophie
Consie, one of our youth, recorded the following script with creative video editing and it was
posted on our Facebook page: (on next page)
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Recorded by Sophie Consie on Facebook
Whether at school or online there are some simple school supplies we will all be using.
These school supplies can help remind us that we are not alone.
(Hold one of your folders)
First your folders. Folders help us keep stuff together. When you use your folder this
school year, take a moment to stop and remember: God folds you into God’s love and
holds you always. God wants to help you keep it together this year, reassuring you that
you are never alone.
(Hold up a pencil and eraser)
Next a pencil with an eraser. We will be learning new things this year in new ways. The
great thing about a pencil is you can try something and if it doesn’t work you can erase it
and try again. When you use your pencil this year we hope it can remind you that: You
can be brave and try new things. When you struggle or make mistakes, God forgives and
gives us a fresh start to try again.
(Hold your smart device or computer keyboard)
Many of us will be learning on the computer or smart device this year. We depend on
having a wireless signal that makes it possible for us to talk to our teachers and other students. When things get tough or signals drop, remember you always have a wireless connection to God. God is always there ready to listen. If you get stressed out, take a deep
breath and pause a moment to talk to God and listen for reassurance of God’s presence
with you.
(Hold a pack of markers, colored pencils or crayons)
You probably have a pack of markers, colored pencils or crayons for school. We don’t
buy just one marker, or one colored pencil, or one crayon. They come all together in one
box. Whether we are physically together in our schools or working independently at
home, it is important for us to remember, we are not in this alone. We are all in this together, supporting one another as the family of God. Your friends from church want to
encourage you.
Hear our prayer for you:
God fold you in love, hold you together, make you brave to try new things and give you
fresh starts when you need them. May you know that God is always with you, ready and
listening. And may you know we are all in this together, supporting each other this
school year. Amen.
FIRST LUNCH BUNCH, SEPTEMBER 23
12:00-12:30pm Preschool/Elementary with Youth Buddies
12:30-1:00pm Middle School/High School Youth
Children and Youth who are home on a hybrid day or distance learning are invited to bring
their lunch and gather in a virtual Trinity Zoom “Cafeteria” to eat lunch together. Children/
Youth will have a chance to share lunch with their church friends and tell how their school year
is going or what they have been doing during the week. We will take time to pray for each
child/youth before they return to their day.
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PRESCHOOL/ELEMENTARY “BOOK A BUDDY”
Parents – do you need a distraction for your children while you take care of a work or household task?
Does your child need social interaction with someone outside their home? Youth in our High School
group are offering a “Book a Buddy” opportunity this Fall. Call and set up a 1/2hour time and choose
from a list of opportunities. At that scheduled time one or more of our High School Youth will send a
Zoom link to your email. You can log your child into Zoom where they can meet with their High
School Buddy. You can ask your buddy to play Legos or dolls. Ask them to bring the games they
have learned to play virtually. Ask them to read storybooks to your child. Is there homework they can
support? If scheduled far enough in advance you can schedule a “craft time” and supplies will be
dropped off at your door before they meet your child online. If you were part of VBS, this time could
look similar to Caboose Club. Call Shivon if you have a time you would like to schedule a Buddy for
your child. (This is part of Serena Miller’s High School Givin’ Project)
SUNDAY SCHOOL
We will continue to post “Fun in the Son” videos through the month of September. If your family
would like to create one of the videos for Facebook, please let Shivon know. We begin meeting for
Sunday School on Zoom in October. Preschool and Early Elementary Families are invited to join for a
Bible story and activity at 9am. Upper Elementary and Middle School will continue using ECHO at
1pm. We encourage families to check out our Family Devotion and Game Night in September, scheduled for 6pm on Saturday, Sept. 26 on Zoom.
FAMILY FUN NIGHT –
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 6-7pm
Celebrate reaching the end of September and take a break from hybrid/online school and work stress.
Come play games as a family with other Trinity families. It has been a crazy start to the season and we
are all experiencing a mix of feelings – so add to the fun by dressing in mixed-up colors and styles and
stick on a fun hat or put your hair in a crazy new style. We will end our time together with a family
devotion and prayer.
*Would your family like to host the Zoom Family Night for upcoming months? You can pick
the theme, pick the game and create the devotion to share. Email Shivon if you are interested.
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP – WEDNESDAYS AT 7PM
Middle School youth are invited to gather on Zoom Wednesday nights from 7:00-8:00pm for Youth
Group. We will be using the “Deeply Rooted” materials during our Wednesday time together. Nights
will always include check in and prayer and then will rotate through games, bible study, and outreach
evenings.
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP – 2 ND AND 4TH FRIDAYS AT 7PM
High School youth are invited to gather on Zoom twice a month on Friday night at 7pm. We will also
be using sections of the “Deeply Rooted” curriculum. Nights will always include check in and prayer
and will rotate through games, bible study and outreach opportunities.
CONFIRMATION
We recognize that our youth and families are currently stressed figuring out how to balance school and
work within this unusual time. Therefore we will not be kicking off the confirmation program until
later in the season. We encourage youth to join Youth Group this Fall for community and faith support.
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Congregational Information
“CHRIST IN OUR HOME” DEVOTIONS
The October, November, December edition of the “Christ in our Home” Devotional is now available. If
you would like to have one mailed to your home, please email Aine or Kathy. Please note if you would
like a large print version.
“FUNDS FOR THE FUTURE”
When it becomes time to return to the church building in the future, we will need to make some changes to accommodate our new realities. We are looking for donations to help purchase items such as hand
sanitizer stations, signage and improved cleaning supplies. In addition, we want to make sure to continue our online ministry. Donations will help purchase equipment to make online broadcasting from the
sanctuary possible. If you would like to help fund these needs for future ministry, please send your
donations to the church marked “Funds for the Future.” Thank you!
BUILDING UPDATE:
In August, the Trinity Council decided to continue to keep the Trinity building closed to congregational
programming minimally through the month of October. We continue to watch the recommendations
from the State and Synod. We also continue to discuss the unique needs of the Trinity building and
congregation. Please know we do more than make building decisions, we also consider how to continue living into our mission and ministry as the body of Christ, gathered to work as the Trinity family. It
is important to repeat: while the church building is closed, the church is not closed; we - the people of
God - are the church. Let us continue to be the church together in new and innovative ways.
UPDATE ON SHIVON’S SCHOOLING:
Shivon continues to take classes through Wartburg Seminary as a TEEM candidate within the ELCA.
Shivon completed four classes this summer and is taking two between now and early November. She
will be inaccessible the weekend of October 2-4 as this is an intensive weekend with all day and evening class. She will have a full load of classes during J-term in January. She should be able to complete
Wartburg classes this Spring. All classes are online, on Zoom, due to Covid. In addition to classes
Shivon continues the Candidacy process working with the Candidacy committee of the NE MN Synod.
She will also need to complete 400 hours of CPE through Essentia Health and an internship before
completing the TEEM program and being prepared for a formal call.
PRESCHOOL UPDATE:
Trinity continues to rent building space to the Preschool. The Preschool was closed at the onset of the
covid crisis. However, under unique preschool licensure, insurance and state guidelines, they were able
to return at reduced capacity in June. As of September, following Council approval, the Preschool
added a temporary program allowing for the addition of up to 10 older children/youth and a teacher.
This was a way to help with the community need for daycare and support for children attending school
virtually without parents at home. This age groups uses a partitioned section of the gym for learning
during the day. The Preschool uses their own entrance and remains in their assigned areas. They
maintain their own responsibility and liability for cleaning and following guidelines.
TRINITY HAS A NEW WEBSITE:
Trinity moved to a secure website this summer. It is still under construction as we find time to learn the
new system and enter information. Special thank you to Darlene Morris for all her work to get it up and
running. Visit the site at http://tlcduluth.org
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Congregational Information
THERE WILL NOT BE A RUMMAGE SALE
We will not hold a Trinity Rummage sale this Fall or anytime in the near future. We
are unable to receive and store any rummage at this time. We encourage you to gift
your items to other organizations during this season.
WE REMEMBER…
These beloved members our community have died in the last six months. We give thanks for their lives
and pray for God’s continued comforting presence with their families:
Toni Barrett , Donna Shepherd, John Grassinger, Joyce Peterson and Betty Strazishar.
THANK YOU…
To all our readers who have recorded for Facebook and read on Zoom
To Ann Clark and Mallory Thorne for serving as Zoom and Facebook hosts
To Heather Sweetland, Ann Clark and those who have served as lay leaders or participated in worship leadership
To Brenda and Lyle Bonnema, Heidi Johnson for being VBS Adult Leaders and Per Johnson, Nissa
Johnson, Serena Miller, Brayden Miller, Avery Overlie, Sophie Consie, Zoie Bushnell who served as
VBS Teen Leaders
To Lamans, Johnsons and Millers for delivering boxes to Sunday School and VBS families.
To the Laman, Cohen and Johnson Families for creating videos for “Fun in the Son” Children’s times.
To Aine and the Johnson Family who assembled the kits for “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday.
To the congregational member who funded prizes for Bingo night.
To Sophie Consie for her creative work with the Back to School Blessing video.
To our Silver Sunday card makers and callers.
To Property members and Bob for maintaining the building.
To Kathy and members of Finance for their work in applying for funds and maintaining the budget.

Property
Submitted by Eric Skadsberg
One day Janet and I were driving back from Florida just as a worldwide pandemic was hitting (and
believe me, that was NO picnic!), and it seems the next day we are getting freeze warnings overnight!! Where did the summer go??!!
As most of you know, there was some water damage inside the Church over the past year. We
arranged for the roof to be repaired to stop the leaks in order to be able to get the interior repairs done.
The roofers came early in the summer, and got the roof all fixed up. Hopefully the roof will hold out
any water, and /or snow that will fall on it over the next several years!
Most of the summer the Church, along with most of the area’s contractors, were in lockdown. There
was nothing that could be done to get the water damage in the Sanctuary repaired. A few weeks ago, I
contacted the contractor that initially gave us the quote for our Insurance Company and asked if they
were out working in the field yet. They said that they had started working on some smaller jobs. I
arranged to meet them at the Church to remind them of the work that was required. Unfortunately, the
representative that gave us the quote had retired, but the ‘new guy’ had reviewed the job with him
before we met at Trinity so he knew the basics of what was needed. We reviewed the damage that
had been done, including the damage to the wall behind the Contemporary band location, the room to
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the right of the altar, and also the pipe organ ‘pipe room’. The work was scheduled, and except for a
few call-backs for things that had been missed, they did a great job! The Church is now back into fine
shape and waiting for all of you to be able to come back and see how the Sanctuary looks.
You might remember that early this spring/late winter, the top part of the brick chimney had to be
repaired. As a part of that repair, a stainless steel liner had to be installed from the top of the chimney
all the way down to the heating boiler outlet. When the contractor did that, they also had to tie in the
natural gas-fueled hot water heater to the stainless liner. Unfortunately, about every other time the
furnace kicked in, and if the water heater was heating water, the flame would go out on the water
heater. This was not a good situation. We called the contractor back to fix the problem. All through
the summer, I called the contractor to get someone out to fix it. I had even set up times where I would
meet them at the church to let them in. Three times they never showed for the appointment, but finally
the fourth time they did. I brought the contractor down to the boiler. (As it turns out, the masonry
contractor was arranging for a plumber to meet me, and due to communication problems between
those two, he never got the messages) I told him what the issue was, and he devised a fix for it. Then
he said that he would get a crew in to do the work. (And here I thought that he was going to be fixing
it!!!) I have waited a couple weeks, but called the contractor again just yesterday to get his plumber
there ASAP top get the work done! Winter is getting close and we need BOTH the boiler and the
water heater working before it sets in! He promised me that he would call him right away to get him
moving!
A couple weeks ago Bob, Trinity’s Custodian, contacted me to let me know that he had found a
shingle on the ground near the church. It matched ours and he figured it came from the new work that
had just been done on our roof. I called the roofing contractor and let him know, he said that as soon
as he could get a gap in his schedule, he would get a ladder up to take care of the issue. It took a
couple weeks for him to arrive, but he replaced the shingle. While he was up there, he noticed a few
spots on the roof where he thought there might be problems. These areas are way up in the middle of
the roof. (Not a part of his repair work a few weeks before) He fixed all those that he could reach, but
couldn’t reach them all. He showed me the areas the next day (from the ground) and sure enough,
apparently when the other roofing company did our roof 10 years ago (or so) he made a few mistakes
and it took until now to have someone see them. (I guess that happens when the Insurance Company forces you to take the low bidder) I asked him to give me an estimate for their repair. I also asked
if he thought things would be fine until spring, and he said that he thought they would. I will let you
all know when I receive the estimate as to how much it will be for.
On a brighter note, the new tenants in the Parsonage, Alex and Trista, have asked if they could paint
some areas of the house. We gave them the OK and purchased the paint and supplies they needed to
do the work. You might notice that the foundation has been painted, as well as the front of the garage.
He is currently working on the basement walls.
Earlier this month when I was over to the house chatting with them, they let me know that Trista has
been diagnosed with cancer. Please keep them and their family in your prayers during this very
difficult time!
Respectfully submitted,
Eric Skadsberg
Property Board Chair
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Finance
Submitted by Kathy Gilbertson
Seems impossible that we are already reporting the August finances. We all are awaiting the time
when we can come back to some kind of 'normal', whatever that will look like. In the meantime, we
have had a great response from our members who have been mailing in donations, and those who use
'text to give', Simply Giving, and bank account giving. Thank you all for your generosity.
The YTD through August shows us with a yearly deficit of $63,900. This includes our capital project
of the chimney at $20,493 and our loss of rent totaling about $10,650. Parsonage-6 months, and Preschool-3months. Thankfully both are back as of July, so we will be seeing an additional $2150 each
month.
The Federal Payroll Protection Plan money of $34,295 has been used for payroll and utility expenses
as we were required to do.. The bank will be working on the information we will provide to determine
the final numbers, and let us know if this will be a grant or if part of it needs to be paid back in the
form of a loan.
In the month of August, the total receipts actually surpassed our expenditures by $65! But year to
date, our total receipts are down $16,500 versus the same period in 2019. Investments are also down,
but good news, our general expenses are ALSO down, $9130 versus the same period last year.

Finance - Memorials through September 15, 2020
A gift to the Trinity Ministries in memory of BETTY LUND, from Sherry Rushing
A gift to our 2019 Christmas Appeal from Ruth Anderson and Sam Talarico
A gift to Camp Vermilion from Norma Johnson in memory of her mother Julia Johnson
Gifts to the ministries of Trinity Lutheran in memory of DONNA SHEPARD from:
Claudine Hansen
Patty Christensen
Fred Sowl
Fritz and Faye Kerttula
Peg Evavold
And to the 'In Stitches' Quilting group from Dawn Kregness
Gifts to the ministries of Trinity Lutheran in memory of JOHN GRASSINGER from:
Claudine Hansen
Kathy Johanson
Fred Sowl
Sherry Rushing
Gifts to the ministries of Trinity Lutheran in memory of JOYCE PETERSON from:
Sherry Rushing
Fred Sowl
Patty Christensen
Claudine Hansen
Kathy Johanson
Gifts to the ministries of Trinity Lutheran in memory of BETTY STRAZISHAR from:
Ruth Anderson .
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Virtual Vacation Bible School in July
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